
 

Dear Spectacular Coordinators 

VSSS20 UPDATE 

This year’s arena event will be replaced with a made-for-TV show that is not contingent on large 
gatherings of people. Performers will be pre-recorded separately in adherence to health and 
physical distancing guidelines and restrictions. The performances will be combined into a new-look 
show and televised by our broadcast partner. 

Virtual performances may need to be filmed to simplify schools’ participation if current restrictions 
remain in place. 

A formal announcement will soon be made on this new approach to showcase our Spectacular 
performers. We will send you content that you can share with your participants’ families and school 
community. 

Spectacular Schools Participation 

The Spectacular team will schedule online meetings with Spectacular coordinators to share planning 
and implementation ideas.  

A reduced repertoire of songs has been created to make it easier for schools and students to 
rehearse in Term 3. 

It is understandable that some schools may not have capacity to focus on Spectacular rehearsals at 
this time. The team will work to support Spectacular schools to recommence their rehearsals when 
ready. 

The Spectacular team respects that some schools and parents may decide to withdraw their 
students’ participation. Please notify us of any withdrawals. 
 
Mass Choir Rehearsals at Melbourne Town Hall CANCELLED 
 
Vocalist rehearsals scheduled on July 22 and August 19 for all mass choir schools are cancelled. 
Online choir teacher meetings will be scheduled to discuss a plan for Rebecca and Rob to conduct 
virtual rehearsals with school groups. 

Recent Return to On-Site Schooling 

While the Victorian Chief Health Officer has advised that students are not required to maintain 
physical distancing at school, excursions must be postponed and extensive contact between 
students from different schools is to be avoided. 

Schools can conduct rehearsals with their students in their own setting, however we are currently 
not able to conduct interschool rehearsals or host rehearsals for our main cast at the Performing 
Arts Unit in Collingwood. 



The Department of Education and Training (DET) is continuing to monitor and act on the advice of 
the  Department of Health and Human Services about the ongoing situation related to COVID-19. We 
will be following these guidelines as they are updated. 

To reduce risks, see: Return to School Operations Guide 

Choir Practice 

Schools can continue to operate normal music programs. Risk associated with these activities in 
school settings is deemed low at the current time. 

As per standard guidance, any unwell students or staff should remain home. 

Mass Dance Rehearsals 

Interschool mass dance rehearsals are on hold while we work to schedule virtual rehearsals until 
such time that interschool practice may resume. 

Schools can continue to rehearse with their own students. Risk associated with these activities in 
school settings is deemed low at the current time. 

As per standard guidance, any unwell students or staff should remain home. 

Production Week 

We are aiming to maintain our September 7-11 production week schedule to record main cast 
performances at one location.  

In Term 3, we will consult with you all about how the filming of mass cast performances will occur.  

Schools can cancel any booked accommodation for production week. Schools will not need to attend 
2 rehearsal days and one performance day as originally scheduled. 

T-Shirts and Costumes 

The mass cast Spectacular t-shirts will not be produced this year due to supply chain issues in 
producing and delivering these items at an affordable price in current required timeframes. 

The process for providing costumes to schools will be discussed at upcoming online information 
sessions. 

THANK YOU 

Thank you for your commitment and hard work to provide this performing arts experience to your 
students. 
 
We appreciate your time and patience as we put on our creative caps to adapt the Spectacular and 
safely provide a positive outcome for our young performers. 
 
If you have any questions, please email the team at: performing.arts@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 


