Science and Sustainability
This year students in grade 3/4 have been learning about weathering and erosion and carried out a
Soil Erosion Experiment to investigate the impact of plants on soil erosion.
Students identified the bank area of our school as an area that has been eroded due to students
playing in that area. They concluded that we need to plant more plants to hold down the soil and dig
in rocks and logs to capture leaf litter, which will eventually turn into organic matter. Students also
recognized that the area needs to be fenced off until the plants become established. They also
decided a watering system should be installed to provide water for the plant that don’t get enough
water due to the tree canopy. We are planning to begin this project this term. Students will be
involved in the planting of the area during National Tree Planting week in Term 3.

Marine Animals- Grade 1 / 2
During Term One, Students in Grade1/2 learnt about the marine environment of Port Phillip Bay.
They studied the moon shell and discovered that these predators drill into other shellfish to eat
them leaving small holes in clams and pipi shells, which are commonly found, at the beach. They also
learnt that those jelly blobs that everyone throws at each other are actually snail shell egg sacs.
Drill holes made by moon Shell mollusc.
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At the end of Term One, students went on an excursion to Ricketts Park Marine Sanctuary. We had
the most wonderful day. The weather was perfect for students to take part in Rock Pool Rambling,
Beach Safety Activities and Beach Play.

The Marine Ambassador Excursion
The marine ambassadors and environmental captains had an excursion to Ricketts
Point and visited the Beaumaris Life Saving Club near the beach. We had an awesome
time. We did an activity that taught us how to identify dolphins and whales by looking
at their flukes (that is their tails). We also had a chance to look for macro invertebrates
that live in the water. We had a blast going near the rock pools looking for crabs and
shells. We can identify herbivore and omnivore shells now. We found crabs and the
instructors told us how to identify male and female crabs. It was an awesome time at
Ricketts Point.
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The March of the Giant Spider Crabs
Students also learnt about the amazing giant spider crabs of Port Phillip Bay. Each year they march in
their thousands to congregate under Rye Pier. This spectacle attracts hundreds of visitors to the area
from April – July.
Sadly, the crabs and their environment are under threat. Visitors are leaving a lot of rubbish in the
area and people catching too many crabs.
Staff from the Dolphin Research Institute who run the Marine Ambassador Program are trying to
raise awareness about this issue and have sent us updates on their campaign to protect the giant
spider crabs
Students in grade 1/2 have written letters to the Victorian Fisheries Authority asking them to stop
people from littering and to reduce the amount of crabs that people are allowed to catch.
To find out more about the giant spider crab
Watch this video to see the crabs in action.
https://museumsvictoria.com.au/article/melbournes-annual-congregation-of-giant-spidercrabs/#:~:text=Every%20year%2C%20thousands%20of%20Giant,of%20their%20annual%20winter%2
0moult.&text=However%20when%20the%20crabs%20aggregate,army%20is%20easy%20to%20spot.
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